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EXT. DESERT - CLOSEUP - DAY

CUT IN to a MAN -- late 20s and his hair is very unkept -- 
waking up. He is gasping for air and is looking around.

ESTABLISHING SHOT of the man sitting upright in a barren 
desert with nothing in sight for miles.

The man, still gasping for breath, stands up.

MAN
(screaming)

HELLO!!!!

His voice dies off quickly and doesn’t echo at all. He begins 
walking. A faint WOMAN’S VOICE is heard. The man jerks his 
head around.

The vast empty desert is shown.

The man’s face is shown again.

MAN (CONT’D)
(screaming)

HELLO!!!!

The desert is shown again. His voice dies off again and 
nothing more is heard.

The man’s face is shown again.

MAN (CONT’D)
(screaming)

IS ANYONE THERE?!!

We see a figure standing very far off in the distance.

The man focuses his eyes on the figure.

MAN (CONT’D)
(screaming)

HEY!!!

The man begins sprinting towards the figure.

The figure doesn’t move and isn’t shown any closer.

The man is still sprinting.

MAN (CONT’D)
(screaming)

HEY!!!

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: (1)

The figure, still very far away, turns around slowly and 
begins walking in the opposite direction.

The man slows up slightly, but continues to run.

MAN
(quietly)

No...
(screaming)

...NO!!! WAIT!!!

He trips and harshly falls face down on the ground.

CUT TO BLACK

MATCH CUT TO:

INT. HOSPITAL - PATIENT ROOM - EVENING

A HEART RATE monitor is shown, and the BEEPING from it is the 
only thing that can be heard, and it continues throughout the 
scene.

A WOMAN -- late 20s, dressed in leisure attire with long 
unkept hair and bags under her eyes -- is shown slowly pacing 
around in the room. She is talking on the phone, but her 
dialogue is inaudible.

A clock is shown on the table and reads 11:37.

A man is shown lying on a hospital bed with a ventilator mask 
on his face.

The woman is shown again, still on the phone, but nothing is 
heard.

The man on the bed, the same man from before, is now shown 
closer up and is lying asleep with the ventilator mask on.

CUT TO:

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The man is lying on the ground with sand all over his face. 
He looks up and around at the landscape.

The desert is shown empty as before, and the figure is no 
where to be seen.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (2)

The faint woman’s voice from before is once again heard, but 
is slightly louder this time. The man perks his head up again 
and looks around.

MAN
(screaming)

HELLO!!!!

WOMAN (O.S.)
I don’t know.

The man turns his head around quickly.

EXT. DESERT - DAY (CONTINUOUS)

The woman from the hospital room is shown sitting at a table 
and is talking on the phone. Her hair is straight and much 
more well kept than before, and she is wearing a long elegant 
dress along with matching earrings and a necklace. The table 
is decorated with a small bouquet of flowers and a lit candle 
in the center of the table. There are napkins folded neatly 
on both sides of the table, with fine silverware rolled up in 
napkins next to it. Empty wine glasses are also on the table.

WOMAN
(on the phone)

Well I don’t think a girl your age 
should be going out every night 
with 40 year old man.

The man gazes at the woman as he slowly stands up.

We follow behind him with the table and the woman in sight, 
as he begins walking towards the table.

The woman is shown up close again, still on the phone.

WOMAN (CONT’D)
(on the phone)

I know you can make your own 
decisions. All I’m saying is that I 
think you should consider what 
you’re getting yourself into.

The man pulls the chair back and sits down. He is still 
gazing at the woman. He begins looking around at everything 
on the table as well as the desert around him.

The man and the woman are both shown sitting at the table.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (3)

WOMAN
(on the phone)

Well, I need to go. Our food is 
gonna be here soon.

(beat)
I’ll call you later.

(beat)
I love you too.

The woman hangs up the phone.

MAN
How did you...

WOMAN
(interrupting)

I ordered you steak with a baked 
potato but I didn’t order a salad. 
I saw the waiter bringing one of 
their salads to another table and 
it looked pitiful.

MAN
Where are...

WAITER (O.S.)
(interrupting)

Your wine ma’am.

A man in a clean white dress shirt with a black bow tie along 
with black slacks walks up to the table with a wine bottle.

WOMAN
(handing him her glass)

Oh thank you.

The waiter begins filling her glass with red wine.

WOMAN (CONT’D)
(to man)

I’m glad we booked these 
reservations so far ahead. Isn’t 
this place lovely?

MAN
I...

WAITER
(interrupting)

Your glass sir?

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (4)

The man hands his glass to the waiter, and the waiter fills 
it up, then walks away.

MAN
What is going on?

WOMAN
(ignoring him)

I love these marble floors!

MAN
What are talking about? We’re in a 
desert!

WOMAN
(still ignoring him)

Everything is so clean, too.

MAN
Can you even hear what I’m saying?

WOMAN
(still ignoring him)

Did you get valet parking? I 
thought about it, but I figured 
that dinner would be expensive 
enough. Although it is probably the 
only time I’ll ever have dinner at 
a place like this...

MAN
(to himself)

She can’t even... wait, what did 
you say?

WOMAN
I mean, it’s not every day that a 
girl like me gets taken out to a 
place like this!

MAN
This is the night I was going to 
ask you to marry me.

The woman gazes down at the table, as she fiddles with her 
napkin.

The man reaches into his pocket and pulls out a small jewelry 
case. He opens it to reveal a diamond ring inside.
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MAN (CONT’D)
I didn’t do it.

EXT. DESERT - DAY (CONTINUOUS)

The man is shown still sitting in the chair, but now he is 
alone once again. He looks around at the empty desert around 
him. The ring and case are gone.

He lifts up his head as he hears the voice, now audible, from 
before. It is his wife’s voice.

WOMAN
Why didn’t you do it?

The desert is shown once again and is just as empty as it 
started.

The man is shown gazing into the distance.

MAN
I wasn’t sure.

(beat)
I wasn’t sure.

The vast desert is shown once again.

INT. HOSPITAL - PATIENT ROOM - EVENING

The woman is sitting on a chair in the patient room. She is 
staring at the man lying on the hospital bed.

She stands up and walks over to the bed. Her voice is now 
audible, unlike before.

WOMAN
(faintly whispering)

Please wake up.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The man is shown walking around in the desert. He looks 
around as he hears the woman’s voice. It is much louder than 
before.

WOMAN (O.S.)
Please wake up.

The man searches in all directions.
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MAN
I’m awake now.

(screaming)
HELLO!!!!

WOMAN (O.S.)
Please wake up.

The man begins waving his arms around.

MAN
(screaming)

I’M AWAKE!!!! I’M AWAKE NOW!!!!

WOMAN
May I have this dance?

The man sharply turns around.

EXT. DESERT - DAY (CONTINUOUS)

The woman is shown in a colorful dress that is formal, but 
not elegant like the one before. Her hair is straight, but 
different than before, and she isn’t wearing the elegant 
necklace and earrings that she had on before.

There are couples dancing around them, and there is a band 
dressed in alike suits playing soft, slow jazz music in the 
distance. They are all dressed up like the woman, but 
everything is still in the desert.

The man walks up to her and grabs her hand. They begin to 
dance.

WOMAN
What took you so long?

MAN
To do what?

WOMAN
To ask me to dance? This is the 
tenth slow song they’ve played 
tonight. I think all they know is 
slow songs.

MAN
You mean, you can hear me?

WOMAN
(laughing)

Of course I can hear you! The music 
isn’t that bad. 
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Although that trumpet player could 
tone it down a little.

MAN
How did...

(beat)
Where are we?

WOMAN
What do you mean where are we? Did 
you drink any of that punch? I told 
you that stuff was awful.

MAN
What are you talking about? Don’t 
you notice something a little 
strange about this place? We’re in 
a desert!

WOMAN
Oh come on, it’s not that bad. 
Besides, it’ll be over soon, then 
we can disappear. And do you 
realize this is the first time 
we’ve danced in years?

(beat)
Tell me I’m beautiful.

MAN
You’re beautiful.

WOMAN
(smiling)

Tell me like you mean it.

MAN
You are the most beautiful woman on 
the planet.

WOMAN
(serious)

Tell me you love me.

The man looks over at the band, and then back at the woman.

MAN
I love...

EXT. DESERT - DAY (CONTINUOUS)

CONTINUED
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CONTINUED: (8)

As he looks back over at her, she is no longer there. The 
desert is empty once again, and the music is no longer 
playing. The man is still standing where he was.

MAN
No. I love you. I do love you.

The woman’s voice can be heard once again.

WOMAN (O.S.)
Tell me you love me.

MAN
I love you.

(screaming)
I LOVE YOU!!!!

WOMAN (O.S.)
Tell me you love me.

MAN
No. Where are you. Come back.

(beat)
HELLO!!!!

The figure from before is shown in the distance. The figure 
is still very far away, but it is clear now that it is the 
woman.

MAN (CONT’D)
No.

(beat)
WAIT!!!!

The woman turns around slowly and begins walking away.

The man sprints toward her.

MAN (CONT’D)
(screaming)

WAIT!!!! COME BACK!!!!

INT. HOSPITAL - PATIENT ROOM - EVENING

The heart rate monitor flat lines. The woman looks over at 
the monitor and begins to panic.

WOMAN
(screaming)

NURSE!!!! SOMEBODY HELP!!!! PLEASE!
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A nurse runs into the room and begins to work with the man. 
Another nurse runs into the room and begins to console the 
woman.

NURSE
Please calm down ma’am.

WOMAN
(ignoring her)

HELP HIM!!! HE”S DYING!!!!

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The man is shown sprinting through the desert. His breathing 
is harsh and inconsistent.

INT. HOSPITAL - PATIENT ROOM - EVENING

The man is shown lifeless on the bed with one of the nurses 
hovering over him checking everything around him and on him.

The woman is pacing back and forth and throwing her arms 
around, while the other nurse tries to console her.

WOMAN
(crying)

PLEASE!!!

NURSE
Ma’am please calm down. We are 
doing everything we can.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The man is still sprinting, but his breathing is getting 
worse and worse.

MAN
(out of breath)

Please... wait....

INT.  HOSPITAL - PATIENT ROOM

The heart rate monitor is shown and it is still flat lining.
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EXT. DESERT - DAY

The man runs over a hill, and sees his wife standing by a 
large body of water. She is wearing a plain dress. Her hair 
is unkept, and eye shadow is running down her face.

The man walks down to her, gasping for breath.

He falls down short of her.

She turns around and begins walking away.

MAN
(faintly)

No... please...

The woman continues walking away.

The man tries to pick himself up, and slowly begins moving 
towards her.

The woman stops and turns around.

The man comes up closer to her, and stops in front of her.

WOMAN
Tell me you love me.

The man is desperately gasping for breath.

MAN
I...

 He tries to respond but his breathing holds him back from 
speaking.

WOMAN
(crying)

Tell me you love me!!!! Why can’t 
you say it!!!

EXT. DESERT - DAY (CONTINUOUS)

The woman is gone. The man is once again alone in the desert 
by the water.

He drops to his knees and begins crying.

MAN
I... love...
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INT. HOSPITAL - PATIENT ROOM - EVENING

The heart rate monitor is shown flat lining.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The heart rate monitor can still be heard flat lining.

The man is still on his knees crying.

The heart rate monitor stops and everything is suddenly 
silent.

The man looks over and sees a ring half-buried in the sand.

He crawls over to the ring and slowly pulls it out of the 
sand.

MAN
I do love you.

(beat)
I’m sure of it.

INT. HOSPITAL - PATIENT ROOM - EVENING

The man’s eyes suddenly burst open and he thrusts his body up 
into the air, with his ventilator mask still on. The heart 
rate monitor is beeping normally again.

The nurses back away as the woman, now sobbing, runs over and 
embraces him.

MAN
(muffled)

I love you.

WOMAN
(sobbing)

What?

The man removes the ventilator mask.

MAN
I love you!!

WOMAN
(sobbing)

I know you do! I’m so sorry! I love 
you too!!!
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The nurses slowly walk out of the room as we see the man and 
woman embracing one another.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The man and woman are shown in the desert. She has her arms 
around his neck and he is spinning her around in the air.

FADE OUT.
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